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Background

Africa is undergoing a population bulge with the average age of the African population being 19
years.1 Yet, according to a report published by University of Pretoria, African children are rarely
involved in the design, implementation and monitoring of development agendas including
Agenda 2040.2 Marginalization of children, particularly lack of their involvement in designing
interventions and decision making has resulted in their disenfranchisement as well as failure in
addressing challenges facing them.

Consulting with children and listening to their views adds new perspectives in developing
policies and programmes that have an impact on children. Adults’ active engagement with
children by listening to their views and opinion and respecting them leads to new insights in
developing legislations, policies, budget allocation and services that work. Further, the process
of child participation instills the values of democracy and citizenship. It prepares children to take
up leadership in an effective way. Children can come gradually to construct authentic
participatory democracies. Involving children in the process of decision making builds up the
capacity of children to exercise their personal autonomy and be part of the decisions that affect
them not only now but in the future also.

Effective engagement of children will lead to the realization of the development agenda and
other rights in the African Children’s Charter, The UNCRC. When children's views are respected
it leads to better decisions being taken for individual children. When the views and opinions
expressed by children are listened to and taken seriously by adults, children are protected from
situations of abuse, violence, threat or injustice.

Progress…

Despite the numerous global challenges, especially when it comes to being engaged, children
are standing up and demanding change. From standing up for their right to education, speaking
up against violence, or fighting for climate and social justice, children around the world are
powerful advocates and changemakers in their communities. They are demanding space at
decision-making tables in their communities, countries and beyond. They are mobilizing to lead
change on some of the most critical global issues such as climate change and have courageously
stood at the forefront of progress and development. Despite their incredible potential as agents
of change, children across Africa still face violence, marginalization, discrimination and unequal
access to resources.

Provided with skills, opportunities and space to engage, the world’s children today can become
the largest generation of leaders, entrepreneurs and change-makers the world has ever seen.
Now is a critical time to continue investing in their development and make sure that they are
equipped to seize opportunities provided by facilitating intergenerational learning.

2 https://lnkd.in/dUMc7k29
1 https://www.statista.com/statistics/1226158/median-age-of-the-population-of-africa/



To ensure that children enjoy their right to participate the African Children’s Committee
developed Child Participation Guidelines. The Guideline’s aim at ensuring that the youngest
Africans are involved from the community level. To support these efforts by the African
Children’s Committee, Mtoto News and partners with a huge push by children have organized
the African Children Summit.

Introducing The Africa Children Summit

This is a continental forum that seeks to give children a platform for participation in shaping
policies and program interventions around issues affecting them. The Summit’s goal is to
empower African children and create a space where they feel seen, heard and engaged by their
peers and community as provided by the AU child participation guidelines . The Summit brings
together children from across Africa and beyond to share their experiences on matters of
children rights and protection; the unique challenges they face; interventions by their
governments and share recommendations or solutions.

Cocreating with children

The aim of this Summit is to have children at the forefront, hence we are intentional in working
with children in co-creating the program, sessions and identification of speakers. The Summit is
child-led and is to be hosted by children in Nairobi Kenya on the 10th to 12th April 2023. The
inaugural Summit will be graced by the Vice Chair of the UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child, the Chair of the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child and
the UN Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence Against Children.

Objectives

The purpose of the Summit is to bring children from across the continent together to discuss
among themselves on children matters in Africa and;

● To  dialogue on what needs to be done to make the Africa Children want;

● Generate and share evidence - based child rights concerns and challenges in Africa.

● Propose key policy recommendations on how Africa can address child protection
challenges.

● Documentation and packaging of key issues, advocacy asks and recommendations into
an outcome statement

● To recognize State parties, organizations and individuals contributing to the wellbeing of
children in Africa; and

● To come up with a children's action plan on making the Africa they want.

Outcome



● A Communique/Outcome statement with policy recommendations and advocacy asks to
be shared with Regional bodies, UN, Governments and CSOs.

● Increased involvement of children in the architecture and design of programme and
policy interventions on Children issues.

● A report on the child rights concerns and challenges in Africa

● An action plan on children's involvement of children in Africa.

Dates

The Summit shall be held between the 10th and 12th April 2023. We will create different
sessions and programmes with children.

Format

The child-centric conference will be very intentional in ensuring that the content to be
presented is done in child friendly formats. Therefore, children have been encouraged to
prepare presentations in the form of:

1. Pre-Conference Activities

We believe that child participation is a process and not an event, hence to ensure that children
are meaningfully involved, we have set up a children forum online, where children are
discussing the theme of the African Children Summit. The children forum is further organized by
country, where children from each country discuss the theme of the Summit based on their
context. The children meet every two weeks on Zoom to discuss the progress of the planning.

Children have selected their representatives as members of the planning committee.

2. Authentic and Unscripted Intergenerational Dialogue

The conference is designed to deliver unscripted and authentic dialogue between policy makers
and children. The aim of the event is to share and address challenges that children are facing in
an era of newly emerging risks, such as pandemics and climate change. The discussion will be
about the positives, what might be worrying and anything that needs to change to enable the
child to be safer. Participants, including children, representatives of Civil Society Organizations,
public figures, experts and government officials, will discuss and showcase new risks and new
opportunities in the rapidly changing world. A particular focus will be given on the ways in
which children can be agents of change in the face of the key challenges.

3. Photo Exhibition/Gallery Walk

Children are naturally creative and talented. The event, designed to be interactive and child
friendly, will involve a gallery walk where children will showcase their art work and other images
inspired by their experiences growing up in Africa. Children will share content talking about the
challenges they face and/or showcasing their initiatives.



4. Solution Area

The Summit is meant for children to provide or come up with solutions to some of the
challenges that affect them. The solution area will include ideation and design thinking sessions,
whereby children will be supported to brainstorm on challenges they will identify as affecting
children and come up with solutions.

The children will be supported to package the solutions into proposals/pitches to be presented
to Governments, CSOs, Corporates, UN and AU for implementation.

5. Performance by Children

Children will have the opportunity to showcase their skills and talent through skits, poems,
spoken word and plays that communicate a message around child protection issues in Africa.

6. Hybrid meeting

The first 2 days of the summit will have children discussing the issues with guidance from adults,
on the last day of the Summit children will invite adults in their space to listen to their
submissions. The adults will include representatives from;

- The African Union

- The Africa Children’s Committee

- Governments

- UN Bodies

- CSO

- Parents

7. Side events

Mtoto News is cognisant of the fact that there are several gaps in Africa on child participation,
hence will have side events to discuss these and other topics in line with the theme of the
Summit targeting adults. The five sub-themes to guide discussions for the side events are;

1. Child health
2. Education
3. Technology
4. Climate change
5. Violence against children

Accountability



Meaningful child participation calls for adults to not only listen but also implement. Mtoto News
will develop a tracking mechanism, where children are able to report on what they think adults
are doing to implement what they recommended. The social accountability tool will be used to
compile the  “Children Voices Annual Report”

Feedback

Mtoto News will have a dedicated page on the website with updates on what has been done to
achieve the commitments made to children.

Identification of children

In partnership with ACERWC, Mtoto News and other child rights networks, we will mobilize
children from all the 5 regions in Africa namely Western, Northern, Central, Eastern and
Southern Africa. Working with the regional network we will hold a hybrid event, where the
regions will bring some children physically at the central location, while other children will join
virtually.

The children will further hold national consultations virtually and/or physically from December
2022 to March 2023 to discuss country specific issues that they would like to be discussed in the
Summit. They will further identify who will represent them in Nairobi. As of December, 2022
There are 110 children from across Africa actively involved in organizing the summit, meeting at
the National level and regional level to discuss the agenda of the  summit.

Inclusivity

Working with the national coalitions and networks, we will foster and promote a peer-to-peer
selection approach that allows children to select the peers that they believe would best
represent their issues and agendas during the summit. The selection criteria to ensure a
transparent and inclusive process with representatives of ALL children including children with
disability, children without parental care.

Further, we will encourage children who are able to register to be part of the conference.

Safeguarding

The Mtoto News has a consent form which children and parents participating in events must
sign. Mtoto News has a safeguarding policy which includes risk assessment, travel protocols and
reporting structures. All adults participating or involved in the Summit will be required to sign.
In addition ALL adults will be required to share reference letters from their supporting
organizations as well police clearance certificates from their countries of residence.

COVID19 Risks

We are cognizant of the fact that the risks associated with COVID19 are still prevailing, hence
ALL adults will be required to have a COVID19 vaccination certificate and a PCR COVID test will
be conducted.



Planning Committee

1. Children Committee

The children committee is made up of children from different countries whose role will be
determine the content, agenda and moderities of the conference

2. Adult Committee

An adult committee made up of organizations that work with and for children whose role will
be to fundraise, logistics and safeguarding.

The End


